Sun, May 03, 2020
4th Sunday of Easter

Acts 2:14a, 36-41

Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6

1 Pet 2:20b-25

John 10:14

John 10:1-10

FIRST READING

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
2:14. 36-41
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd with a loud voice: 'The whole House of Israel can be certain that God has made this Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.'
Hearing this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, 'What must we do, brothers?' 'You must repent,' Peter answered 'and every one of you must be baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God will call to himself.' 
He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and he urged them, 'Save yourselves from this perverse generation.' They were convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised. That very day about three thousand were added to their number.
The word of the Lord.

Responsoria1 Psalm
Ps 22:1-6. IV v.1

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit
2
He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. 
3
You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing. 
4
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life.

In the Lord's own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. 

SECOND READING

A reading from the first letter of St Peter
2:20-25

The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are punished after doing your duty. This, in fact, is what you were called to do, because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in his mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when he was tortured he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone astray like sheep but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The word of the Lord 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John
10: 1-10

1st parable 

Jesus said: 'I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out his flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run away from him: they do not recognise the voice of strangers.'
Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them. So Jesus spoke to them again: 
2nd parable 

'I tell you most solemnly,

I am the gate of the sheepfold.

All others who have come

are thieves and brigands;

but the sheep took no notice of them.

I am the gate.

Anyone who enters through me will be safe:

he will go freely in and out

and be sure of finding pasture.

The thief comes

only to steal and kill and destroy.

I have come

so that they may have life

and have it to the full.'
The Gospel of the Lord. 
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (Year A)

Commentary on the Readings for Mass
Reading I: Acts 2:14a, 36-41

This reading concludes Peter's sermon at Pentecost with an encouraging response from his audience. The kernel is contained in the formula: "God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified." 
‘Lord’ (Greek - kurios) was the address one used to anyone in charge. A pilot, a judge, a referee, even the head of a household up to the Emperor was called ‘Lord’ Christians naturally used it of Jesus, and to make a point, refused to use it of anyone else. 
In daily life, this might just have appeared rude, or eccentric, but when it meant a refusal to offer the customary annual sacrifice to Caesar, the consequence was a public trial and a death penalty. 
The authorities were at a loss to know how to deal with what was a trivial offence but could not be seen to be weak and Christians preferred to die than to give in. 
‘Christ’ was a title meaning ‘anointed’ and therefore ‘chosen’ because the successful candidate for an office was publicly anointed with oil to give him the authority to act. This was and is true of Monarchs, priests, the baptised, etc. and so many people may be ‘christs’ or ‘christened’ But, like ‘Lord’ Jesus was Christ par excellence. 
Now when it says, ‘God has made him both Lord and Christ’ there is an implication that there was a time when he wasn’t. This was the basis for heresies in the 3rd (East) and 8th (Spain) centuries but cannot be deduced from the language which would run counter to many other passages. (e.g. John 1;1-2, Philippians 2;6) 

But the principal theme of to-days Mass is contained in the Psalm, Epistle and Gospel readings, that is of Christ, the Shepherd. The idea of shepherding had a long and honourable history as the ideal king, David had been a shepherd. Sheep were a daily sight of everyday life and provided Jesus with many teaching points. 
Responsorial Psalm: 23:1-6 (22;1-6 in some Bibles)
In the psalm, the word ‘Lord’ in verses 1 and 4 originally referred to God, but as the title became the standard address Christians reserved for Jesus, the psalm was used of him. And not inappropriately because of Jesus’ claim to be a shepherd. 
The psalm is also suitable because in verse 2 the speaker claims that he is not afraid even in the valley of darkness (i.e. death) and in verse 3, the mention of a banquet recalled the Eucharist and the word ‘anointed’ was associated with ‘Christ’  (The word was ‘dashen’ and was not the usual word for anointed. It meant to ‘fatten up’ and the person was therefore blessed and favoured by God, but it was close enough for Christian catechists.)
Reading 1 Peter 2:20b-25

This is the traditional epistle for Good Shepherd Sunday because of the closing words of the reading in the Missal. Peter describes his readers as 
‘...... gone astray like sheep .......’ probably referring to their Gentile origins, ‘but now ....  come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls’. 

The word ‘guardian’ is ‘episcopos’ In daily use it meant a foreman in a workplace as one who had oversight or responsibility for the workers. So it was applied to Christ as a synonym for shepherd who had oversight of sheep. By the time of Peter’s letter it was being used of a senior elder having oversight of a group of Churches and has since evolved into ‘bishop’. 
Gospel: John 10:1-10

There is a long and complicated history behind Jesus’ use of shepherding as a source of teaching material. The fact is that he illustrated several points by drawing on different aspects of sheep, goats and shepherds. They were given on different occasions to different audiences and cannot be harmonised into one. Notwithstanding this the Gospel writers still grouped them together as being about sheep in general. 

John used them in his own technique of the disciples’ misunderstanding of a parable that leads on to new teaching altogether. 

The first parable in to-day’s passage imagines a secure sheepfold containing sheep from many flocks. The word for fold (aulen) does not mean the sort of fold familiar to us. It is more the courtyard of the farmhouse where several shepherds would leave their flocks overnight to be guarded by a watchman. 
A shepherd arrives in the morning and is admitted by the gatekeeper. He takes only his own sheep out for pasture, as only they know his voice. As far as it goes, it seems to be an illustration of the trust disciples should have in their Lord as one who will care for them. 

This parable is a challenge to Israel's religious authorities. Will they recognise his voice and accept Jesus' message? We have no clue as to the circumstances in which this parable was told, but it could be late in his ministry as he approached his crucifixion in Jerusalem.
While the original listeners would have been Jews, they would have seen the story as dividing their community into those who followed Jesus and those who rejected him. But John’s readers were more cosmopolitan and would have seen the story as making a distinction between themselves and their neighbours. While in the fold they are in the world, mixing with non-Christians, while when they come together to be fed under the Lord, they are the Church. 
It then says, Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand what he meant by telling it to them. So Jesus spoke to them again: 

But he does not explain. John has him telling another parable with a different lesson altogether. This time the situation must have been at the outset of his ministry. Here he can offer no external credentials for his authority, but there are those who respond in faith to his message because they hear in it the authentic voice of God. 
Now, in this second parable, Jesus is not the shepherd but the gatekeeper. At night, the gatekeeper would lie across the gateway, to prevent sheep escaping or unwanted animals intruding. Now, the sheepfold itself becomes the Church and the hostile world is outside. We enter the Church through Christ, in Baptism and through his own body he protects the flock from harm. 
Elsewhere in the New Testament we have Jesus seeking out lost sheep, or presented as the Lamb of God or the Good Shepherd who gives his life for the sheep. This is surely one of the strongest arguments for the Resurrection, for a dead shepherd is even worse than a bad one. The parable would have had no force if his disciples had not believed that he was alive amongst them. 

In the last analysis, all identifications Of Jesus—gate and shepherd and lamb—make related points. The risen Christ is the One who nourishes his people in his word and sacraments, giving them life and enabling them to have it abundantly.
