Sun, Nov 15, 2020
33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Prov 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5

1 Thess 5:1-6

John 15:4a, 5b

Matt 25:14-30 or Matt 25:14-15, 19-21

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A 
A reading from the book of Proverbs
31; 10-13, 19-20, 30-31
A perfect wife - who can find her?

She is far beyond the price of pearls.

Her husband's heart has confidence in her,

from her he will derive no little profit.

Advantage and not hurt she brings him

all the days of her life.

She is always busy with wool and with flax,

she does her work with eager hands.

She sets her hands to the distaff,

her fingers grasp the spindle.

She holds out her hand to the poor,

she opens her arms to the needy.

Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty;

the woman who is wise is the one to praise.

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for,

and let her works tell her praises at the city gates.

The word of the Lord.
Resmo iuc nil sai:.-ir,,
sz, 127:1-5. l-2 .1
JV
0 blessed are those who fear the Lord.

1
0 blessed are those who fear the Lord

and walk in his ways!

By the labour of your hands you shall eat. You will be happy and prosper. 2

2
Your wife like a fruitful vine

in the heart of your house;

your children like shoots of the olive, around your table. RI

3
Indeed thus shall be blessed

the man who fears the Lord. May the Lord bless you from Zion in a happy Jerusalem all the days of your life. 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 5;1-6
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you, brothers, about 'times and seasons', since you know very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a thief in the night. It is when people are saying, 'How quiet and peaceful it is' that the worst suddenly happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody to evade it.
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the night or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
25:14-33
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his servants and entrusted his ?roperty to them. To one he gave five talents, to another two, to a thirc one; each in proportion to his ability. Then he set out.
The man who had received the five talents promptly went and traded with them and made five more. The man who had received two made two more in the same way. But the man who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master's money.
*Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back and went through his accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents came forward bringing five more. "Sir," he said "you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more than I have made."
His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's happiness." Next the man with the two talents came forward. "Sir," he said "you entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I have made." His master said to him, "Well done, good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in your master's happiness." Last came forward the man who had the one talent. "Sir," said he "1 had heard you were a hard man, reaping where you have not-sown and gathering where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was yours, you have it back. " But his master answered him, "You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have recovered my capital with interest. So now, take the talent from him and give it to the man who has the five talents. For to everyone who has will be given more, and he will have more than enough; but from the man who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark, where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth."
THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
15th November 2020

The Scripture readings are intended to complement each other round a central theme. The two introductory paragraphs in red in the Sunday Missal speak of Christ, as the head of an ideal Family, by inference, the Church. This theme can be clearly seen in the 1st reading and the Responsorial Psalm.

However, these last weeks of Ordinary Time wind up the great saga which began last Advent and look for a conclusion. Paul’s letter and Matthew’s Gospel both look to the Parousia (see postscript). I find the connection between the two themes of the Family and the Parousia difficult to discern and wonder if anyone else can see it. 
Reading I: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31

The Book of Wisdom is characteristically Greek. Wisdom is cerebral, spiritual, invisible. The Book of Proverbs, by contrast, is typical of Hebrew wisdom. Practical, skilled, industrious. 
The Book of Proverbs closes with this acrostic poem in praise of the ideal wife. It is thoroughly Jewish in flavour and must be measured by the social conventions of Israel - woman's place is firmly in the home. Yet her place is in as commanding a position in its own way as is the man’s outside the home. 

The ideal wife supports her husband and is 'far more precious than jewels' She is an industrious and capable woman, yet her sense of economy does not blunt her concern for the needy. (vv.19-20). She 'fears the Lord' and that is the beginning of wisdom - the wisdom of one who walks in the ways of God.
Proverbs' picture of the virtuous woman is a beautiful one, though it is hard to see its connection with today's other readings. The concluding sentence, 

Give her a share in what her hands have worked for ........ 
anticipates the conclusion of the parable in the Gospel, but is hardly of major importance. But to concentrate on this point detracts from the thrust of both readings. We must see the first as simply a picture of a gracious wife and mother who practises love for both God and neighbour in that state of life into which it has pleased God to call her.
Psalm 128;1-5

The second stanza fits with the OT reading. The God-fearing wife is balanced by a God-fearing husband. 
Note the typically Jewish concern with the community. The ideal is not just the happiness of an individual family—the welfare of the family enriches the life of the whole community. The same thought was present in the 11th & 12th lines of the 1st reading, 

She holds out her hand to the poor, she opens her arms to the needy.

The graces and virtues of the good housewife are not confined to the home but are extended to the community at large through concern for the poor. The saying, Charity begins at home is not Biblical, though Paul does say to Timothy ........ 
Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1 Tim. 5;8)
But this is meant as only the beginning of a movement which spreads out into the wider community. I have the impression that many people today think the saying is Charity stays at home. 

Reading II: Paul’s First letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-6

One of the strands of Paul’s preaching had looked forward to the return of Christ to wind up the Kingdom on earth. The Thessalonian Christians seem to have latched on to this with enthusiasm and pressed Paul for a more precise date. Paul backtracks and says that all they need to know is that there will be little advance warning. 
Mark and Luke both record this same point on the lips of Jesus, who says. “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father” and he said to the Twelve “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority” (Mark 13:32 and Acts 1:7). 
Despite these explicit warnings, however, curiosity over the date of the end has continued to exercise the minds of Christians in every subsequent generation, and those claiming to know the date of the Parousia can always win a gullible audience. The experience of history shows that all suggested dates of the end (e.g. Jehovah’s Witnesses) have invariably expired without incident. 
One of the marked features of Paul’s letters is the absence of Jesus’ actual words of teaching. Paul is clearly aware of such a collection as he distinguishes between what Jesus laid down and his own advice. See, for example I Corinthians 7;10-12, 25 & 14;37-38 

But for Paul, the importance of Jesus’ teaching is nothing compared to the importance that Paul ascribes to the Crucifixion. For Paul what Jesus did is of far greater importance to what he said. 

Notwithstanding this, Jesus’ story of the thief in the night (Mark 13:35 & Luke 12:39) seems to be one with which the Thessalonians were familiar already (v.2) This is an interesting indication that Paul may have transmitted more of what Jesus taught than his letters suggest. 
By citing this parable, Paul converts the Thessalonians’ obsession with the Parousia from one of curiosity to one of application. The Christian must always live in a state of readiness, as if the Parousia was coming in each present moment.

In a manner typical of his teaching (cf. Rom: 13:11-14), Paul insists that the end has in some sense already come. Christian believers are already children of the light and the day. In Baptism we have already woken to that last day and have entered the presence of the Lord. 
The presence of Jesus is already felt in the Thessalonian community. His light is their safeguard against darkness and evil. Eschatological awareness keeps us on our toes but must not obsess us. We are to carry on working for the Kingdom while the light of Jesus shows us the way forward. 
Matthew 25;14-30 or 25;14-15 and 19-20

When you look at the Gospel as printed in your Sunday Missal, you will see red lines by the side indicating the short version. It seems incomprehensible that those responsible have omitted v. 21 which is His master said to him, "Well done, ..........  come and join in your master's happiness" which is integral to the story. 
Indeed, the long form should preferably be read anyway, lest the reading lose its whole point. As with the parable of the ten virgins, we may distinguish three stages in the history of the tradition:
The earliest stage, of course, was as Jesus told it, a story told from life. The owner of an estate had to go on a long journey, so he left his money to three servants in trust, lest it remain idle during his absence. Two of them put it to wise use, made capital gains, and were commended by the master on his return. But a third servant carefully hoarded it and, on the master's return, gave him back the exact sum he had been entrusted with. Instead of commending the third servant for his caution, the master rebuked him and handed the money over to the most enterprising of the three servants. 
Now, there must have been some original and specific situation to have given Jesus the reason to tell this story. This could have been one of those stories which criticised the Jewish religious authorities. Jesus could have been saying that they were like the third unprofitable servant, not using the talents that God had given them in his service. Or, perhaps conserving them so carefully that they were incapable of understanding new ideas. Or perhaps, they banked on their master’s indulgence and made no effort themselves. As Heinrich Heine observed, “God will forgive me. That is his job and he is good at it” 
But, thirty years later, in the early Christian community the parable was being retold in different circumstances. It was then used to illustrate the popular maxim of the time, "To everyone who has will more be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has will be taken away." 
Secondly, the parable was read as allegory. Instead of God, as Christ intended, the master now stood for Christ himself. His departure on a journey was seen as the Biblical Ascension, and his delayed return accounted for the unexpected delay of the Parousia. 
And there was a third use when the words "enter into the joy of your master" became for the industrious Christian a ticket for the messianic banquet.
Matthew places this parable in a sequence of parables which concludes with the Son of Man coming to judge the Church. The faithful servant now stands for those Christians who hear the teaching of Christ and follow it as well as they can. The unprofitable servant represents those who have found membership of the Church congenial but made no personal effort to advance its mission. 
We are not to sit back, arms folded, dozing off, quietly waiting for the Lord to appear. The time of waiting is meant to be filled by our deeds of love. I have found that some are Christians because they get something from their faith. So they should. But I wonder if they all realise that their faith is not ultimately for their benefit, but for God’s. 
The master in the parable entrusted his servants with investment for his own profit. It was not for their satisfaction and he expected a return. God has created us to reflect his love and if we do not, then we are the unprofitable servants. The third servant's characterization of his Master as 'a hard man' betrays his perception of God somewhat like that of the elder son of Luke's parable: 'all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command'- Luke 15:29. 
In every age there are still Christians who experience God as a judge who punishes the guilty, rather than a forgiving Father. In this story, Matthew would seem to be warning Christian leaders of his day who gave their people this wrong impression.

The 'talent' entrusted to the servants was the largest currency unit of the time. Though their responsibility had been unequal (five talents and two talents) their reward is the same (vv. 21, 23) What matters is effort, not success.

Postscript

The Greek word Parousia is another of those words that has, over time, changed its meaning due to Christianity. The word occurs 22 times in the New Testament and meant ‘arrival’ or ‘presence’ On four of those occasions it is used of the presence of Stephanus, his companions, Titus and Paul. (1 Cor. 16;17, 2 Cor. 7;6, 2 Cor. 10;10, and Philippians 2;12) 
The other 18 occasions concern the presence of the Lord, and especially in his expected return to earth. But it was not only a future, anticipated coming but also a present presence. Gradually through use, it became exclusively identified with the supernatural return of the Lord. But in the New Testament we should be aware that his arrival was spoken of as a natural event and used in the same sense as the presence of anyone else. 

This is typical of many subjects, which through history have acquired religious overtones which were completely absent at the time. 

