Sun, Nov 08, 2020 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wis 6:12-16 Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 1 Thess 4:13-18 

Matt 24:42a, 44 Matt 25:1-13

THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME A 
A reading from the book of Wisdom 6;12-16
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.

By those who love her she is readily seen,

and found by those who look for her.

Quick to anticipate those who desire her, she makes herself

known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;

you will find her sitting at your gates. 
Even to think about her is understanding fully grown;

be on the alert for her and anxiety will quickly leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those who are worthy of her

and graciously shows herself to them as they go,

in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.
The word of the Lord.
Respot>.. 

Pd
For you my soul is thirsting, 0 God, my God.

1
0 God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my soul is thirsting.

My body pines for you, like a dry, weary land without water.
2
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength and your glory. For your love is better than life, my lips will speak your praise.
3
So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift up my hands.

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, my mouth shall praise you with joy. 
4
On my bed I remember you. On you I muse through the night

for you have been my help; in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 
SECOND READING
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Thessalonians 4;13-18
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve about them, like the other people who have no hope. 
We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God will bring them with him.' We can tell you this from the Lord's own teaching, that any of us who are left alive until the Lord's coming will not have any advantage over those who have died. 
At the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call out the command and the Lord himself will come down from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be taken up in the clouds, together with them, to meet the Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever. 
With such thoughts as these you should comfort one another.
The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
25:1-13
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as well as their lamps. 
The bridegroom was late, and they all grew drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, "The bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him." At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, "Give is some of your oil: our lamps are going out." But they replied, "There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves." 
They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. "Lord, Lord," they said "open the ·door for us." But he replied, "1 tell you solemnly, I do not know you." So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.'
The Gospel of the Lord. 
THIRTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Notes on the readings for Mass
Sunday November 8th 2020
First Reading
Wisdom 6:12-16

After the Battle of Carchemish in 605 BC, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon besieged Jerusalem, resulting in many inhabitants fleeing south to Egypt. There they established a Jewish community, in Alexandria, which over time, absorbed the Greek language and thinking. Evidence of both cultures can be seen in our first reading today which was a product of that community. 

It was written in Greek, but modelled on the ancient Hebrew poetic form. As for the thinking, Wisdom, an abstract concept, is personified as an attractive woman having the nature of God. For the Orthodox Palestinian Jew this would be too close to blasphemy. Having any image of God, even mental, and particularly a female one would have been utterly improper. 
The primary purpose of the author was the encouragement of his fellow Jews while they suffered discrimination. The work was widely used by Christians in later but similar situations who synthesised the widespread Greek ideas with the stories of Jesus’ Jewish origins. 

What 'wisdom' meant for Israel is brought out in a sentence which, in one form or another, occurs five times in the wisdom literature: 'The fear of Yahweh is the beginning of wisdom.' Fear is better translated ‘respect’ The saying means, then, that respect for God leads to understanding. 
But what wisdom meant in Greek culture was much what it means to us such as an abstract understanding, insight or perception. 

Wisdom was readily personified for those familiar with Greek culture. She can address her devotees (Proverbs 1:20-32; 8:1-36) and prepare a lavish banquet for them (9:1-6). Our reading is in this tradition. Through divine wisdom God communicates to humankind the meaning of life. This aids us by revealing the grandeur of our destiny, which is to be with God, a greater good than life itself. But this wisdom is to be found only by those who lovingly desire and seek it. 
(The book of Wisdom is one of those disputed writings which is excluded from Protestant Bibles. The Reformers called them ‘Apocrypha’ or ‘hidden writings’ as they contained doctrines incompatible with Protestant theology. They were first written in Greek instead of Hebrew, and as such did not have the confidence of the Reformers.) 

Second Reading
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Paul's object in this passage is to reassure his readers concerning the fate of their brothers and sisters 'who have fallen asleep.' He tells them to have no concern about them because they have died ‘in Christ’. As surely as God raised Christ from the dead, with equal certainty will the Christian be raised to be presented by Christ to the Father in the final showing of the kingdom. 
There are a number of genres in literature, which rise and fall with fashion. (novel, gothic, detective, biography, etc.) We are no longer familiar with apocalyptic but it was a recognised genre in the 1st century, and the New Testament contains a number of such passages.  The largest example is John’s Apocalypse, but there are other examples such as this example from Paul. 

Paul uses images from popular apocalyptic of the time to assure the Thessalonians that those Christians who have died since baptism will be awakened to new life with the risen Lord. His return is certain to happen and he has sealed this truth by his own rising.
In vv. 15 and 17 Paul includes himself among those who will be alive at the coming of the Lord. In his expectation of an imminent return he is at one with most, if not all, of the earliest Christians. On the other hand, his contemporaries would have understood the symbolic import of his apocalyptic language in vv. 16-17. 
It is strange that while we no longer appreciate Apocalyptic, we have space on our shelves for Science Fiction. Both may have spiritual messages. Both may have multiple layers of meaning. Both can only be read figuratively.  
As with SF, if we try to read apocalyptic as a simple narrative, then it becomes absurd. It must always be read in the spirit in which it was written and may then enable us to see supernatural realities that lie at the edge of our experience. 

Gospel
Matthew 25:1-13
The return of Christ was expected daily. It is clear from Paul’s letter (above) that he expected it during his own lifetime and some members of the Thessalonian Church had given up work in anticipation. As time passed, so it gradually became clear that things were not going as expected and that we were in for the long haul. 

The previous chapter (24:45-51) illustrates the correct behaviour of the good disciple as a slave who conscientiously looks after his master’s property and household in his absence. Todays reading tells us that this behaviour must continue as long as necessary. The story was thus used to explain the delay in the Lord’s return.  

One of my sources says that the 1st century Jewish marriage customs are well known to us. Another source says that we know very little of Jewish marriage customs. Either way, the situation described in Jesus’ parable does not fit very easily with the little we do know. The bridesmaids’ role was to accompany the groom to collect the bride from her home and then escort the couple to the celebratory meal. In Matthew’s version the bride is not mentioned at all. (Some ancient manuscripts have later added ‘and the bride’ to make it fit known practice). 

The meal clearly stands for the Messianic banquet. The Groom is Christ and the Bridesmaids are Christians. At the time that Matthew’s Gospel was published, the church was seen as the ‘bride of Christ’ and if this story had been a creation of the church then the bride would surely have figured prominently. The fact that she does not, is evidence that it was an original story of Jesus. 
In Jesus’ story however, it would seem that the ten girls waited at the bridegroom's house to greet the happy couple when they come for the celebration. As such, the story is adapted to supply the setting for an unforeseen wait and for the need to be ready for prompt action. 
The parable stresses constant watchfulness (even though all the girls fall asleep for a time, even those who are admitted to the wedding feast!). In a more important sense, it points to the seriousness of our relationship with God. 
The ten girls are divided into two groups, the first being those who hear the message and take it to heart. The second are those who hear the message but do not take it on board. We have the same lesson in many other of Jesus’ parables. But in this one, the deficient ones try to gain admission through association with the more prudent ones. But there is a always a key personal element. 
One of Kipling’s poems tells the story of Tomlinson who tries to get into heaven by association with someone he knew ............
"O I have a friend on Earth," he said, "that was my priest and guide,

"And well would he answer all for me if he were at my side."
But Peter replies ...........
—"For that ye strove in neighbour-love it shall be written fair,

"But now ye wait at Heaven's Gate and not in Berkeley Square:

"Though we called your friend from his bed this night, he could not speak for you,

"For the race is run by one and one and never by two and two."
Despite our membership of the Church, there is always going to be an element of personal responsibility to make sure our oil stocks are replenished daily. It is something that we do in our own interest, for it is something that we cannot borrow at the last moment. 

